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Session 4: Prayer and the Holy Spirit Pt. 1
I.

YHWH’S SPIRIT AND THE NATION OF ISRAEL
A.

The Spirit given as provision to confirm and uphold faith in the Covenants
10

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to
you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the
sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. (1 Pe 1:10–11 NIV)
2

“See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 3 and I have
filled him with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and
with all kinds of skills— (Ex 31:2–3 NIV)
18

So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit,
and lay your hand on him; (Nu 27:18 NASB95)
•

9

Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had
laid his hands on him; and the sons of Israel listened to him and did as the LORD
had commanded Moses. (Dt 34:9 NASB95)

25

Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took some of the
power of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. When the Spirit
rested on them, they prophesied—but did not do so again. (Nu 11:25 NIV)
B.

View of later Rabbinic Judaism
After the later prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi had died, the Holy Spirit departed from
Israel… (Babylonian Talmud, Yoma 9b)
(I)n five things the first Sanctuary differed from the second: in the ark, the ark-cover, the
Cherubim, the fire, the Shechinah, the Holy Spirit, and the Urim-we-Thummim…(Babylonian
Talmud Yoma 21b)

II.

THE SPIRIT AND THE MESSIAH
A.

The Spirit as a Divine Witness and confirmation of the Messiah
1

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my
Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. (Is 42:1 NIV)
1

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— (Is
11:1–2 NIV)
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16

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold,
the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased.” (Mt 3:16–17 ESV)
•
B.

28

But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out demons, then the kingdom of God
has come upon you. (Mt 12:28 NIV)

The Spirit given to strengthen Jesus’ witnesses
4

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So
when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the
Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Ac 1:4–8 ESV)
1

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. (Ac 2:1–4 NRSV)
39

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.
They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the
third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by
witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name.” 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who
heard the message. (Ac 10:39–44 NIV)
C.

Spirit as a pledge and preserving agent of our redemption
13

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel
of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised
Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those
who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. (Eph 1:13–14 NIV)
•

30

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day
of redemption. (Eph 4:30 NIV)

21

And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who
has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. (2 Co
1:21–22 ESV)
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4

For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be
unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given
us the Spirit as a guarantee. (2 Co 5:4–5 ESV)
•

III.

26

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep
for words. (Ro 8:26 ESV)

PRAYER FOCUS: THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
A.

The Spirit given in response to prayer
4

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”… 14 All
these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers... 1 When the day of Pentecost arrived,
they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like
a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And
divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave
them utterance. (Ac 1:4—2:4 ESV)
1

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”… 9 And I tell you, ask,
and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10
For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who
knocks it will be opened. 11 What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead
of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (Lk 11:1–13 ESV)
B.

The Spirit strengthening our weakness
29

And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak
your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and
wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they
had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. (Ac
4:29–31 ESV)
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